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Derek de Solla Price pointed out the “Exponential Growth of Science” first.in 1951
and repeated it subsequeritly on many occasions-[see Title 403 and Discovery 1956,
p. 240 and ISR 1996, p. 64]. With this novel concept he started a‘ world wide discus-
sion on how this growth of science might be directed, upwards or even downwards,
and thus the subject of ‘science polrcy came mto bemg For me it was guided by my
Scientific Temper . "

To my mind ‘science policy’ should be interdisciplinary. “Separately, neither Cab-
inet Ministers nor Nobel Prize Winners can any longer solve the problems of the
world”, as I stated in the first sentence of my Editorial of this Issue; which was com-
pletely devoted to.Science Policy in its widest sense.

Introducing this. unique discussion, published in ISR in January 1979, were the
then President of the Federal Republic of Germany, Walter Scheel and Professor
Dr Reimar Liist, the President of the Max-Planck-Society. A dissenting view came
from the Right Honourable Anthony Wedgwood Benn P.C.;M.P,, pleading for free-
dom of information to preserve democracy in the age of science and also from Pro-
fessor J.L.M. Morrison, one of England’s foremost engineers, strongly CI'lthlSlI'lg
the rust on the engine of society. - - ‘

From' the Office of Technology Assessment of the United States Congress, J.F.
Coates presented a critical and brilliant analysis of the issues facing public policy
makers, not only in his country, but everywhere in the world. Dr Alexander King,
co-founder and later President of the Club of Rome, reviewed the international and
interdisciplinary problématique of the world, Professor H. Mohr stressed the ‘ethics
of science’ and Dr-A. Kantrowitz pleaded for the establishment of a ‘Scrence Court’
to control technology. - , :

. Psychological operations to persuade friends or eriemies, 1nclud1ng psychological
warfare were the subject of the last review by Dr. Preston S. Abbott and his col-
leagues. As a scientific technique to enforce policy, consciously or subconsciously,
it was all too-often employed in war, in political and scientific-debates-and is still
highly controversial;.but certainly interdisciplinary. .

To this important issue of ISR, I was able to contribute a number of historical il-
lustrations, such.as a picture of the young Alexander von Humboldt, “The gentle-
men of the press™in the reporters room of: the House of Commons in.1882, a por-
trait of Benjamin Franklin, an illustration of the “Test Tube Baby’ by A. Robida of
1883, an artist’s impression (1870). of a Meeting of the Lunar Society, and finally a
drawing of the opemng meeting. of the Brrtlsh Association in, Newcastle in 1863. It

+

was a much acclaimed issue.
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