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At the Annual Convocation of Markle Scholars in 1974, Dr Philip Handler, the 
President of the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, delivered an ad- 
dress, which I was able to publish in September 1976 in an expanded form, entitled 
*On the State of Man*. He saw the real threat to the survival of man in its popula- 
tion growth, and analysed the relevant factors of starvation and disease, food short- 
falls, an altered world economy, energy and food costs, water as a limiting factor, a 
changing climate, birth control and urbanisation, as well as his conclusion which he 
called ‘The plight of the fourth World’. He concluded his 14-page article by urging 
a maximum scientific effort to overcome the thousand challenges facing mankind. 
[See Title 3781 

In his article occurred the phrase: “Can the peoples of Asia be saved from un- 
controlled population growth or must Nature be allowed to take its course?“I took 
the second half of this sentence for my Editorial and called it *Let Nature take its 
course?* I could only underline Handler’s sadness that.in spite of our great scien- 
tific and technological knowledge, there were still millions of starving people on 
our planet. I suggested the use of satellites to bring education to Indian villages, 
and if the experiment then going on, was successful, a world wide extension of it. 
[See Title 2771 

Dr Joseph Needham, FRS and Fellow of the British Academy, was a Member of 
the ISR Editorial Board and contributed an outstanding article to the October 1076 
issue of ISR. Needham, an eminent biochemist, had been Head of the British Sci- 
entific Mission to China during World War 11, from 1942 to 1946, and on his return 
to Cambridge, he decided to write a book on Science and Civilisation in China, us- 
ing his library of Chinese texts which he had collected during his stay there. When 
writing his article for ISR, he was the Master of Gonville and Caius College, Cam- 
bridge, and had published the first five volumes of what has justly been described 
as ‘the greatest work of scientific scholarship of the century’. At the time of revising 
these lines, in 2001, I have 18.large volumes of his great work in my library and there 
is as yet no end in sight. 

Needham was a gentle and kind giant among the truly great scientists whom I had 
the privilege of meeting in my life. He died at the age of 95, in 1995. [SeetTitles 374 
and 4001 In his 13-page article, entitled *The Evolution of Oecumenical Science” he 
asked the basic question: ‘At what point in history, did the Western form of a partic- 
ular science overtake the Chinese form?’ He considered the examples of physical 
sciences, of botany, chemistry and medicine and concluded as a tentative Law of Oe- 
curnenogenesis: “The time elapsing between the beginning of a branch of European 
Science and its fusion with the Chinese form to grow into the universal oecumenical 
body of modern natural science, is proportional to its biological content.” He drew 
a graph of the Law which clearly showed the fusion of the disciplines. 
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