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This review article brought together most of
the information about blood platelets that
was available in 1970 concerning aggrega-
tion, the release of granule contents, inhibi-
tors, morphology, and metabolism. Mention
was also made of the role of platelets in he-
mostasis and thrombosis. [The SCI® indi-
cates that this paper has been cited in over
665 publications since 1970.]
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“In 1938, Tocantins had reviewed all the
literature on platelets up to that time and
discussedsuch controversial issues as the
origin of platelets and the role of platelets in
hemostasis and thrombosis.’ Studies of
platelets, however, were relatively few until
the late 1950s.In that decade,a few investi-
gators recognizedthat platelets were prob-
ably involved in the development of vascu-
lar disease and its complications, such as
thromboembolism,and were therefore wor-
thy of intensive study. It was during this
period that I did my doctoral thesis and be-
came interestedin the role of platelets in
the responseof blood to vessel injury. At
about thesametime, interest in hemostasis
broadened as it was realized that a detailed
knowledge of both blood coagulation and
platelet function wasrequired.

“Between1965, when the book The Physi-
ology of Blood Platelets by Marcus and
Zucker appeared,

2
and 1970, when our re-

view was published,the information about
plateletshad expanded exponentially. In ad-
dition, several investigators, including our-
selves, had observed that the nonsteroidal

anti-inflammatory drugsinhibited someas-
pects of platelet function. This observation
led to considerable interest in them as
agentsthat might modify thecontributionof
platelets to the complicationsof vascular
disease.It was clear that the information
that had been growing so rapidly should be
brought together, and we accepted the invi-
tation of theeditor of Pharmacological Re-
views to do so.

“The review probably would not have
been written if Marian Packham had not
joined my research group seven years earlier
and become very knowledgeable about the
field. Her ability to write and her passion for
accurate detail ensured that the article was
properly prepared. Indeed, the review was
probably a good symbiosis of our talents.
Writing this review was not an easy task.
It consumed many evenings and parts of
weekends for many months. As I recall, we
worked on this review in a wide variety of
settings, often under conditions that were
not conducive to concentration. The editor
rapped our knuckles for adding new infor-
mation to the galley, butwe were allowed to
include it.

“Writing a review of a field in which I had
been involved at thebeginningof itsgrowth,
particularly as my approach covered a
broadspectrum,gave me a strong advantage
becauseI could bring togetherand synthe-
size the large amountof information that I
had watched develop and to which I had
contributed. This article obviously coincid-
ed with theneedsof themanynewinvestiga-
toeswho were enteringthe field for a com-
prehensivecoverageof the subjectto serve
as a basefor their projectsand provide ref-
erencesto the key findings. We have been
told that the reviewwas very useful to new
investigators,and this may partly account
for the numberof times it hasbeen cited.
Other reasonsfor the frequencyof citation
may be that no one hasattemptedas com-
prehensivea reviewof plateletfunction in a
single article since 1970 and that muchof
(he material is still relevant.”
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