
PART 111 

NOTHING 

We have seen elsewhere rhar [he Good,' the Principle, is 
simplex, and, correspondingly, primal-for the secondary 
can never be  simp1e.r: rhar ir contains norhing; rho/ it is 
integral Unily. 

PLOTINUS. T H E  ENNEADS. 11, 9.1 

On the Threshold of Part 111 

Dialectically, non-existence should be concurrent with existence. 
The ontology of  the world would be incomplete if we did not consider 

non-existence. 
Existence is given to us through Time, and the passage from existence 

to non-existence can be comprehended (if comprehended a t  all) only 
through the comprehension of Time. 

Non-existence is given only as a hint. It is not given through experience 
since it is outside Time-the grammar forming the Texts through which 
man interacts with the world. 

Man shares in everything which is Being and which is no-Being 
through non-existence undivided by Time. 

Non-existence is the ultimate reality o f  the world. 

' Plolinur'r Good ir anc of the narncr of lhc first facrl 01 ihc Higher Divine Triad. I ,  ir also callcd ihc 
Firrr. theone. chr Simplc. lhr Absolute. ~ h c  Tnnrcmdm~c. ~ h c  Infinice. ~ h c  Uncondirioncd. !he Falhcr. 
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