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The scientific and technological changes which have.led to a surplus in agriculturak 
products,have not been of equal benefit to all consumers, as international trade bar- 
riers have remained unchanged. “Toward a Global Agricultural System” is the plea, 
of Professor Vernon W. Ruttan and Harald von Witzke of the Department of Ag-. 
ricultural Economics at the University of Minnesota. They argue that it is in thetin- 
terest of all, producers and consumers, in developed and developing countries,!to 
move towards an international trading regime in which agricultural commodities 
move across national borders a t  least as freely as financial resources. I met Profes- 
sor Ruttan during a visit to his University, was impressed by his logical solution and 

Yet another aspect of technology, the “Designing a Combat Aeroplane” demon- 
strated in this issue the interdisciplinary aspects which have to be mastered by the 
designer of modern military aircraft. I was fortunate’ in that I..could persuade 
B.R.A. Burns of British Aerospace, Warton, Chief Aerodynamicist and Manager of 
HOTOL, to prepare his article before his untimely death. In  it he showed that the 
conflict between different engineering disciplines can only be resolved by interdis- 
ciplinary. co-operation’ among the designers, aerodynamicists, structural and sys- 
tems engineers to produce a satisfactory compromise. He concluded that in future 
designs will be more strongly influenced by requirements for stea1th.i 

How chance and constant curiosity can help an interdisciplinary Editor is shown 
by Dr Ursula Seibold’s article on “Meteorology in Thrner’s Paintings”. I met hepat 
a birthday festivity of her father’s, Professor Eugen Seibold, a Member of our Edi- 
torial Board, and learnt from her that she had in her art-historical career spent a 
year at the Courtauld Institute of Art in London.,Our talk soonturned to her spe- 
cial interests in the history of colour in the 19th century and thus to the subject of 
her contribution to ISR. She characterised Turner’s style ‘to combine a given land- 
scape with a meteorological scene observed elsewhere’. Nine of his greatest paint- 
ings were reproduced in the article from .the Clore Gallery by permission of the 
Tate Gallery, but unfortunately the monochrome reproductions gave neither the 
scholarly author (48 references!) nor ’hrner; the full credit they deserved. 

As remarkable 350-Year-Anniversary, the.first publication of the action of qui- 
nine to reduce intermittent fevers; was the subject of the last article of this extraor- 
dinary interdisciplinary issue. Professor L.J. Bruce-Chwatt was the author, but be- 
cause of his death, Professor Charles Engel, also of the Wellcome Tropical Institute, 
saw it through the press. 

glad when he agreed to publish his arguments in ISR. 6 1  , .  
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