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For more than 30 years—I wrote in1987—1I had been in the umquely pr1v1leged po-
sition of regularly attending the three Meetmgs of the American and British Asso-
ciations for the Advancement of Science, as well as, the Gesellschaft Deutscher
Naturforscher und Arzte. In my opinion these three Organlsatrons and similar
ones in other parts of the world, as for example the Indian Science Congress Asso-
ciation Which I attended in Bangalore in January 1987 all basically face the § same
difficult problems. T thought it highly desirable; therefore, to create a new forum
where their problems could be discussed and solutlons be attempted. I advanced a
plea for, closer links of the new Association in the first volume of ISR 1976 ISR 1/
4, and called it the “Cultivators of Science” [see Title 266]. .~

The functions of an International Association for the Advancement of Sczence
IAAS which I proposed in ISR March and ISR June 1987, should be:

* e To make politicians and the public understand the: srgnrﬁcance of science in
-*the peaceful progress of mankind, the Scientific Temper. +* . "
e. To-attract again the elite of young: persons to scientific careers.
¢ To counter unjustified criticism of science. :
» To provide a forum for each of the constituent Nat1onal Assocrat1ons to ex-
change their experiences with their sister Associations.
' o. To infuse the international Spirit of Science into the often natlonalrstrc and pa-
rochial meetings of the national organisations.

It must appear extraordlnary to urge the oldest scientific orgamsatrons in Europe
and the USA to form themselves into a new international Union. (The oldest i is the
German Gesellschaft, founded in 1822; the British Association held its first meetmg
in York in 1831 and the Amerlcan Assocratlon for the Advancement of Science
dates from 1848).

After all, scientists belong to the most 1nternat1onal of all profess1ons Interna-
tlonal co- operatlon in sciéntific research, irrespective of language race; creed and
sex, has’ always been the pride of scientists. Furthermore, almost all individual sci-
entific dis¢iplines, whether chem1stry, physics, biology or astronomy had formed
thelr own 1nternat10nal Unions, all of which are united in thé Internatronal Council
of Sc1ent1f1c Unions; a powerful but little known body.. B

The meetings of the National Associations are now no, longer essentlal for learn-
1ng about the latest advances i in one’s own discipline. For today’s scientist they | have,
become a luxury for pleasant social gatherings in their crowded scientific calendar,
enjoyable, but not imperative, although their many interdisciplinary contacts have
always advanced science greatly.

Back to Synopsis

To .. ISR Volume 11 and Volume 12. ISR 12/2 *The Need for an IAAS*. Title 354

422


http://www.garfield.library.upenn.edu/michaelis/synopsis11.html
http://www.garfield.library.upenn.edu/michaelis/synopsis11.html
http://www.garfield.library.upenn.edu/michaelis/title354.pdf

	a: Back to Synopsis
	b: Back to Synopsis
	c: To .. ISR Volume 11 and Volume 12. ISR 12/2 *The Need for an IAAS*. Title 354


