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Few people in India, and even fewer outside, realise today that Jawaharlal Nehru 
(1889-1964), the first Prime Minister of free India, had taken a Natural Science Tri- 
pos degree with chemistry, geology and botany as his subjects in Cambridge, Eng- 
land in 1909. Better known perhaps are the facts that he also studied law, worked 
as a lawyer and was frequently imprisoned by the British Authorities before Inde- 
pendence in 1947. 

It was during these frequent periods in prison that his political and social ideas 
were formed and crystallised into a socialistic pattern of society in which science 
was to play a major role. He was stimulated by extensive reading of British philos- 
ophers and scientists, like Bertrand Russell, Joseph Needham, Julian Huxley, Wad- 
dington, Hogben and Haldane, scientists of the highest standing and most of them 
progressive thinkers of the left. Then after 1947, Nehru had the chance and the 
power to realise his ideas and to start a scientific revolution in his country, which 
was just beginning to become familiar with modern science. He was able to lay the: 
foundations for a scientific and technological development which few other ex-co- 
lonial countries ever achieved in a single life time. This he called his ‘Scientific Tem- 
per’. 

During my extensive ‘atomic’ visit to India in 1965, I was totally unaware of Ne- 
hru’s achievements and only learnt the full details 20 years later from the contribu- 
tion by Professor S. Gopal to Interdisciplinary Science :Reviews Volume 10 (2) on 
“Nehru and Science - Aspirations and Achievements”, which I had invited as Edi- 
tor of the Journal. [See Titles 341 + 3421 

Nehru’s first action in 19,47 was to take charge of the Council of Scientific and In- 
dustrial Research, and he remained its President during his whole term as Prime 
Minister until his death I 7  years later. He also appointed Homi Bhabha, to be re- 
sponsible for the development of atomic energy in India, and when the first atomic 
reactor in India became critical at Trombay in January 1957, it was Nehru who in- 
augurated it. Another vital contribution was the establishment of National Labora- 
tories in a wide variety of scientific and industrial subjects, which by the time of his 
death had reached over thirty. 

A further unique contribution was Nehru’s annual attendance and key-note ad- 
dresses at the Meetings of the Indian Science Congresses. These meetings are 
equivalent to those of the British and of the American Associations for the Ad- 
vancement of Science, where the audiences number in the thousands. It was for him 
always an occasion to hear the latest scientific news and to discuss them withaIndia’s 
leading scientists. His formal involvement with the Indian Science Congress dated 
back to the early 1940s when he was elected a Member of its Science and Social Re- 
lations Committee. He became the General President of the 1947 Science Congress 
at its New Delhi Meeting. 
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