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On Friday 6 November 1964 I invited Mr E.C. Allerdice to lunch at my Club, the 
Savile. I had met him on one of my previous visits to New Delhi as he was the Chief 
Administrator of the Indian Atomic Energy Authority..He told me that India had 
for the last five years carried out atomic research, but had never issued any public- 
ity about it. All this had been under the direction of Homi Bhabha FRS, India’s 
foremost nuclear physicist. Mr Allerdice invited me to come to India and write 
about it, and I suggested a formal invitation from Homi Bhabha should be sent to 
my Editor, Mr Maurice Green. I cannot now recall if such a letter was ever sent. 

On Wednesday 9 June 1965, a group of British science correspondents including 
Anthony Tucker from the Guardian, Ronnie Bedford from the Sun,  Hugh 
McLeave from the Daily Mail and Victor McElhenny from Science, as well as my- 
self, left London’s Heathrow airport for Bombay by Air India, first-class. I had 
some difficulty to be there on time, as I was back from America only the previous 
night. 

I had been to Cape Kennedy to cover the space flight of Gemini 4 and wrote on 
7 June about the successful recovery of the astronauts, McDivett and White, who 
had just performed the first American spacewalk. It was a front page report on 8 
June in the Daily Telegraph. Having filed my story early in the morning from Cape 
Kennedy, I drove to Melbourne, Florida, and reached Newark in New York that 
evening. Next morning 8 June I left at 9.30 and arrived in London at 20.30. By taxi 
to my flat in Little Venice, where I found my faithful secretary awaiting me with the 
Air India ticket for Bombay via Moscow. 

On all my previous visits to India I had flown via the Middle East, so Moscow was 
the first novelty on this trip. At Moscow airport I was very fortunate to find five 
gold medals of Soviet kosmonauts for my collection of scientific medals. The flight 
over the Himalaya mountains to Delhi was a spectacular sight. Flying over the Alps 
in the centre of Europe takes normally about 15 minutes and is marvellous, but to 
fly over the Himalaya Mountains took over one hour and has always remained in 
my memory. A repeat occurred on the return flight. 

On arrival at Bombay we were greeted by Homi Bhabha, one of the most cul- 
tured scientists I have ever met. A Parsee by birth, he was not only scientifically 
most eminent, a Fellow of the Royal Society of London, but also highly gifted as a 
painter, as our group saw later when he kindly invited us to his home in Bombay. 
There, his excellent oil paintings were hanging on the walls. Later, I had the sad task 
to write his obituary when he was killed in an aircraft crash on the slopes of the 
Mont Blanc in 1966. His death was the saddest loss to India’s science and to his 
many friends. 
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