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I cannot fail, however, to point out
that Tisdale’s feelings are not universal.
She, of course, could not imagine uneth-
ical parents. By that I mean she assumes
that it is universally true that a parent
“can’t pack a bag, make a break for it,
perhaps find a more compatible child.”

I once told you about my father, Er-
nest Garofano.8 He was in fact my step-
father, a word which does such a terrible
disservice to all of us who are “step-
fathers.” Ironically, my biological father
did just what Tisdale considers unimag-
inable. Now that he is dead it does him
no harm to mention it. My mother,5 of
course, was the typical parent whom Tis-
dale imagined as one who could never
conceive of calling it quits as a parent.
Indeed, as with many parents, she toler-
ated behavior in her children that went
beyond the call of duty.

While I could never understand the
rejection of a “natural” father, in my
case it made me a better parent. This is
not at all universal. For example, the
child-abusing parent often proves to
have been an abused child too. To para-

phrase the Bible,!0 thank goodness the
sins of my father were not visited on me.

I need not rhapsodize further on the
joys and pains of parenthood. That is
why I choose to rely on Tisdale. She
stands in a long line of poets and writers
who have extolled the special feelings of
a mother. But I've also known mothers
who had to make terrible choices no less
difficult than Sophie’s choice when she
was forced to select one of her two chil-
dren for execution.!!

I have never been overly tolerant of
those who insist that there is no parent-
child relationship stronger than blood. I
have stepchildren who are loved equally
with my natural children. Eventually,
each child takes on a personality of his
or her own and you “like” one a little
more than the others or feel more com-
fortable in his or her presence. But you
love them all and nothing you feel for
one detracts from the others. Like your
good friends, there is no need to grade
them. Each one offers a separate and

unique relationship.
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