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By now it is not particularly

newsworthy when a government
agent y uses the Science Citation Zn-
dex@ data base cm magnetic tape
to provide computer-assisted litera-

ture search services. However, it is
news when a US government agen-

cy makes the data base available to
stimulate science policy and other
sociometric studies.

Under a recent agreement with
1S1 o the National Science Foun-
dation is making the SCI @ data

base available to its staff, contrac-

tors, and grantees for use in such

bibliometrically based studies, NSF

hopes this program will encourage
researchers to carry out more
studies designed to gain insight into
scientific communication and the
history and sociology of science.
Previous studies have shown that
bibliometric data and citation

analyses can provide indicators of

science activity, productivity, and
impact.

The main feature of the agree-
ment is that persons authorized by
NSF can use the data base without
paying an access fee. Normally, this

fee is $5,000 for each year of data
used and must be paid in addition to
charges for special programming
and computer time. Now, only the
latter charges must be paid by the

researcher.

Scholars have used bibliometnc
data to study science activities for
over half a century. But the litera-
ture has become so large that sim-
ple studies as well as large-scale
data analyses are beyond the finan-

cial resources of most researchers.
The NSF contract puts these studies

once again within the reach of

many by making accessible the SC/
file of machine-readable biblio-

graphic descriptions of over 5
million source articles published
from 1961 through 1977. Also in-

cluded are the nearly 50 million
reference citations which these
source articles contain.

The file enables you to perform

an infinite variety of analyses.

Chronological comparisons, ranked
lists, frequency distributions,
growth and decay studies, impact
measurements, etc., are just a few
that come to mind. More speci-
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special programming is needed by

contacting Dr. Morton Malin, Vice

President, Professional Relations

and Contract Research, at
E
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