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Most Current Contentse readers
would be surprised to learn that
chemical information retrieval was,
so to speak, my first love. Many
associate me exclusively with
C(P or the Science Citation In-
dex” and do not know that I have
long been preoccupied with prob-

lems of chemical documentation.
Indeed, in a sense, ISI@ has been

“competing” with Chemical A b-

stract.s for almost twenty years.
This may help explain the mixed

emotions I felt about the Herman
Skolnik award I received about a
year ago. This award is presented
annually by the American Chemical
Society’s Division of Chemical In-

formation for “outstanding and sus-
tained service to chemical informa-
tion. ” While I’m pleased to have

this recognition, I’m sure that those
who are not chemical information
“insiders” believe the award reflects
only my work on CC and the SCI ~

On the other hand, chemical infor-
mation specialists have never fully

appreciated the importance of CC!
1S1 has been building its chemical

data base since 1960. I It was
originally designed primarily to
alert chemists to new organic com-
pounds reported in the journal
literature. Later on, new reactions

and new syntheses were also
covered. About 150,000 new com-
pounds are added to the data base
each year. This is estimated to in-
clude 9070 of all the new com-
pounds reported in the literature
since 1960. Although neither 1S1’s
nor any other system available is
absolutely complete, I doubt that
much of significance is missing.

Over the years, the 1S1 chemical
data base has been continually im-
proved and made available in an in-
creasing variety of formats. It is
now accessible through print and
microform publications, computer-
generated reports, and magnetic
tapes—all of which are functionally
integrated and cross-referenced to
each other. This flexibility means
that a wide variety of organizations,
ranging from national institutions to
multi-national companies to com-
paratively small institutes, are able
to make use of the data base in the
form best suited to their needs.

One of the problems we have in
promoting the data base is dealing
with the names of the different ser-
vices we extract from it. The names

tend to be long, not self-
explanatory, and easily mistaken
for other services produced by 1S1
and other organizations. We made
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