
V//////////////////////////////////////////////////////&~ ‘u~~r 61 Feb~uw 7, 1977
In a recent study we reported on the

most frequently cited Italian journals. 1 As
a follow-up to that study, here is a list of

50 articles from Italian journals most cited
during the period 1961-1975. The list will

disappoint anyone who expects to find a

list of articles by Italian scientists, There-

fore, we give another list of highly cited
articles from non-ltalian journals where

the first author’s address is Italian.
The five journals in Figure 1 account for

afl the articles in the Italian-journal list
(Figure 4). Nuovo Cimento accounts for

40 of the 50! Figure 2 shows the national

distribution of first-author addresses.

Switzerland accounts for the most-- 16;
Italy, for 12. The other 22 articles come
from six other countries. Figure 3 shows
the years in which the articles were
published. Surprisingly, only eleven were

published before 1960. That is fairly
unusual in a list such as this. This is caused
by the dominance of Nuovo Crrnento--

a journal of nuclear physics. [n this field

there is relatively less dependence upon

the older Iiterature. These articles were
heavily cited for short periods, but few will
prove to have a long ‘half-life’. Thus you

will find that the 1974-1975 citation
counts of these articles are on the average
much lower than such counts in similar

lists,
In our study of Italian journals we

detected an emphasis on neurophysiologic

Figure 1. Journals that publkbed tbe
[takn-journal articles Iiated in Figure 4.
4 = number of articles on list. B =
mpact factor. C = journal title.

A B c

40 0.994 Nuovo Cimento
7 1.061 Arch. Ital. Biol
1 0.098 Ann. Geofiz.
1 . Minerva Chir.
1 Ricerca Scientific

Figure 2. Fixst-author addreas country
>f articles listed in Figure 4. A =
mmber of articles. B = country of
]rigin.

AB AB

16 Switzerland 4 England
12 Italy 3 Germany
6 United States 3 Soviet Union
5 France 1 Australia

-

Figure 3. Year of publication of arti-
:Ies listed in Figure 4. A = year of
mblication. B = number of articles.

A

1945
1947
1954
1956
1958
1959
1960
1961

B

1
1
1
2
3
3
5
4

A

1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

B

6
8
6
4
2
2
1
1
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research. This is confirmed in this list of
highly cited articles, Of the ten articles not

published in Nuovo Civzen:o, seven deal
with neurophysiology. Most of them con-

cern the physiology of sleep.

Article number 40 is an important

surgical report on thesubclavian artery. It
has been and continues to be well-cited in

the international literature. Of the twore-

maining articles, numbec 39 deals with

earthquakes, and number 50 concerns the
statistical analysis of crystalline structure

data.
As previously suggested in our study of

Italian journals, much of the best of
Italian research is published outside Italy.

To confirm rhat assumption, we compiled
a ‘special’ list of such highly cited articles.

Figure > shows the journals in which the

articles were published. Figure 6 lists the

articles. They are the most cited articles

from ltaban laboratories pubhshed during

the period 1965-1970, on the basis of
citation counts for the years 1967-72.

Most of the authors on this second list
are Italian. Some of the addresses indicate

an international organization, but most

are from Italian academic institutions. The
articles come from 27 different journals,

Figure > gives their titles and the number

of articles each contributed. Though
physics is well represented again, it takes

second place to the life sciences. On the
whole these 50 articles have higher citation

counts for the six-year period 1967-1972

than the articles in Figure 4 have for the
fifteen-year period 1961-1975.

Abour 17 of the articles concern physics,

chemistry, and physical chemistry. The
majority have to do with molecular

biology and physiology, especially genetic

aspects of cellular physiology.
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Figure 4. Highly cited articles from Italian journals. A = item number. B =

totalcitations 1961-1975, C = total citations 1974-1975. “ = non-physics

articles,
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(Figure 4 continued)
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Figure 5. Journals that published the articles from Italian laboratories listed in
Figure 6. A = numbe-r of articles. B = impact factor. C = journal.
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Bacteriol. Rev,

Biochemistry

Biopolymers
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J. Amer. Chem. So.,

J. Appl. Physics

J, Biol. Chemistry

J. Cell Biology

J. Endocrinology

J. Exp. Medicine

J, Geophys. Res.

J, Mol. Biology
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2

I

1
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1

2

2
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5

1

2
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6.677

3.636

8,364

2.518
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9.577

8.989
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2.684
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5.412

0,149
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Lancet

Nature

New Engl. J. Med,
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Nuovo Cimento A

Pharmacol, Rev.

P. Nat. Acad. Sci.

Physics Letters

Physical Review

Phys. Rev. Letters

Rev, Mod. Physics

Science

Zschr. Krebsforsch

USA

Figure 6. Articles from labomtories in Italy, published during the period 1965-

1970, and highly cited during the period 1967-1972. A = item number. B =

total citations 1967-1972.
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Nature 222:1240, 1969. [Inst. Chim. Centro Naz. Chim. CNR, Naples;
In.rt. And., Univ. Bars~

94 Martinez-Carrion M, Bossa F, Chiancone E, Fasella P, IUva F, Turano C &
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aspartate aminotransferase from pig heart. J. Biol. Chemistry 242:2997, 1967.
[CNR, Ctr. Molec. Biol., Univ. Rome; Fat. Med., Catt.dm Chim. Biol., Univ. Rome;
Lab. Recerche Reologia, Uniu. Nafrles; Fat. Farm., Univ. Perugriz;
Inst. Bioi., Chim., Univ. Rome]

93 Fubini S & Furlan G. Dispersion theory of low-energy limits. Ann. Physics 43:322, 1968
[[wt. Fir. Teor. Torino; Inst. Fir. Teor., Univ. Tn”este]

91 Zylher E, Veaco C & Penman S. Selective inhibition of the synthesis of
mitochrondria-associ a ted RNA by ethidium bromide.
J. Mol. Biology 44:195-204, 1969. [Intern, Lab. Genef. & Biophyr., Naples;
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*

ERRATUM:
In preparing Figure 6 we compiled a list of “Italian” authors. In that list a number of names
were inchsded for persons who af one time had been co-authors of papers published by Italian

laboratories, For example, A.L. Taylor (papers #2 and #6) had been at FAO in Rome, but not
when these papers were written.

During 19S0 we intend to publish a revised analysis of the most-cited papers by Italian scien-
tists. I apologize to the authors of the papers which were listed with incorrect addresses, The
inclusion of these names meant that a large group of well-cited Italian authors was excluded,
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