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Introduction

Last November, Charles A. Fewson,
Glasgow University, Scotland, invited us
to contribute a paper to the 10Oth volume
of FEh4S Jficrobiologv Letters. which he
has edited for about two years now. He had
read previous Current Contents@ (O@) es-
says on trends in languages of scientific
publication and their relative citation im-
pact. So he suggested we use the ISI@data-
base to explore language trends in the mi-
crobiology literature.

Al Welljams-Dorof, 1S1’sdirector of Cor-
porate Communications, and I took the
same approach used in a previous analysis
of language use in the scientific literature
as a whole. ] That is, we asked: how many
papers are published in which languages;
how often are they cited on average (im-
pact); and what languages are the most
“multilingual, ” as indicated by their cita-
tion of foreign-language papers.

One of the benefits of writing for a let-
ters journal is the comparatively short edi-
torial response time. Our manuscript was
submitted on June 16, 1992, and was ac-
cepted for publication just three days Iater.z
The journal apparently is very good at hon-
oring a founding goal of FEMS—to foster
the rapid and widespread communication
of current research.

Federation of European Microbiological
Societies-FEMS

FEMS was founded in 1974 by microbi-
ology societies based in 16 nations, all Eu-
ropean with the exception of Israel. From
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the start, the federation represented nations
from East and West, North and South. The
founding societies were from Bulgaria,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Greece, Israel, The Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzer-
land, the UK, and Yugoslavia. Societies
from seven additional nations have since
joined FEMS: Austria, Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Turkey, and the
USSR, and societies from Croatia and
SIovenia joined this year.3

By affiliating these national societies,
FEMS aimed to communicate current re-
search faster and to a wider audience. A
logical development was journal publish-
ing and FEMS approached Elsevier to
launch a quick-turnaround letters journal
for microbiologists. After Elsevier’s mar-
ket survey confirmed the viability of the
proposed journal, the first issue of FEMS
Microbiology Letters appeared in January
1977.

The journal is an example of the sym-
biosis between a nonprofit society and a
for-profit publisher. The benefit to FEMS
becomes more apparent when you realize
that most of its income is derived from
royalties on its Letters. And Elsevier’s
business interests can be indicated by the
other new journals it has successfully
launched with FEMS—FEMS Microbiol-
ogy Ecology (1985), FEMS Microbiology
Reviews (1985), and FEMS Microbiology
Immunology (1988), which will be re-
named in 1993 as FEMS Immunology and
Medical Microbiology to reflect its en-
larged scope.
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