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Introduction: Homage to a Mentor

I've often written of the many historians
of science who have been mentors in my
career.* We sometimes take mentors for
granted, neglecting to tell the world how
they played a role in our personal or pro-
fessional lives. It came as a surprise to re-
alize 1 hadn’t yet acknowledged Gerald
Holton as an important mentor or expressed
my appreciation of his influence. An em-
barrassing surprise, really, since he wrote
the foreword to a volume of Essays of an
Information Scientist.* The Current Con-
tents® (CC®) essay which follows is an op-
portunity to make up for this oversight.

Many CC readers will know from previ-
ous essays that Holton is Mallinckrodt Pro-
fessor of Physics and professor of history
of science at Harvard University, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts. He has distinguished
himself both in science and the “science of
science”’—that is, his seminal contributions
on the social and cultural aspects of sci-
ence. It is here that our interests intersect
and where I first “met” him.

Intersecting Interests:
Jefferson and Einstein

For example, whenever I hear “Thomas
Jefferson” I recall his 1981 Jefferson Lec-
ture in Washington, DC. Selection to this
award by the National Endowment for the
Humanities is “the highest honor the fed-
eral government confers for distinguished
intellectual achievement in the humani-
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ties.”® The lecture was cited in a previous
CC essay on the bicentennial of the US
Constitution.® I've also cited Holton’s work
on metaphors in science.”® His book, The-
matic Origins of Scientific Thought: Kepler
to Einstein,” was featured as a Citation
Classic® in CC.'° These are in addition to
our continuing discussion and correspon-
dence on art and science.

Thomas Jefferson said science is funda-
mental to the health of the US.% It is re-
freshing to recall how much of its current
research leadership the US owes to the in-
flux of brilliant European scientists, like
Albert Einstein, around the time of World
War II. Like so many others, I have an
abiding interest in the life and work of
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