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In January 1974, the t}tle of CC@/Be-
Irdviczru/, Social {, Educafiond Sciences will
be changed to Cccrre~lt Contercts@/Soci~/ &
&hcwiortrl Sciences. The change of title, a-
Ion? with than es In journal coverage, and

Fthe ;ddltion o a Weekly Subject Index IS
meant to signal the !mporcance of th}s edi-
tion of CC in ISl@’s total reformation sys.
tern for the social scwnccs. As noted in a pre.
wous edicnnal,l wc will be deemphaslzin

“a!coverage of the more parochial and topic
educational periodicals, and concentrating on
Intcrnatlonal ]ournals in the social and bc-
hav)tzral scwnces. Our contacts with us-
ers of the serv!cc have Indicated that these
latter arc of mutt] greater concern in educa-
tional research than are the ephemeral
“trade” and “news” pcriod]cals.

I want to cxplatn here the rote of th]s
Improved ed]tlorl of CC !n 1S1’s integrated
social-sciences lnform~tlon systcm, and to
note br]cfly first the various features that
make up the cdlrlon, (1 have a double pur.
pose in dcscrlblng thcm. They are comtnon
to most editions of CC now, and thclr dc.
scription at th]s point may serve as a rough
preview of an article I hope sumeday to scc
wrlttcn ab[)ur CC In general. Th!s most w]dc.
ly used (lfall current-awareness SCCVICCS,per
haps bccausc of the basic stmpl]clty of the
conccpt, hasnever been adcqua[cly recorded
tn the in f(]rrrla t]orl-sclcncc lltcrature, a regret
[ have previously expressed. z) Each wcchly
edltlon features the folio wing:

Journal contents pages from the latest
available Issues ofjournais In tile wldc varw[y
of scientific Jnd scholarly discipllrrcs that
make Up the social and behavioral scmnces.

Book contents pages. Most scicnttsts and
Iibraruns knnw how difficult It can b~ tO
learn about and tn locate ]ndwldual papers
publlshed In mull] .authored volumes, Most
such volumes arc “one-shot” collections of
papers on the sa]nc or closely related topics.
Quite common amongthcm arc the published
proceedings of conferences, symposia, and
the like, The Irtdivldual contributions In stlch
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volumes arc usually Indistinguishable from
typical journa! art!clcs, and will bc Itstcd in
Current Book Contetlts and index.cd as such,

Weekly Subject Index. This !ndcx Ilsts and
Iocatcs every significant word from all the
artlclc, book and chapter titles Ilstcd ]n the
issue. Its usc wdl Impcovc chc prcc~sion arrd/
or shorten the time required for scanning con.
tents ages, and for rttricving information on

Fspccl Ic subject rllattcr from earlier ISS”CS
Author Index and Address Dizectory gwcs

the nam<s and addresses of authors of all
Items Ilstc,d !IIcJch weekly issue of CC’/S&BS.
The directory can bc used to locate )n each
weekly ISSUC recent public atluns by men
W}1OSCwork you want toknuw about Irn.
mcd]ately, The addresses provided will make
It s]tllpic to request reprints.

ISI Press Digest, a short sect]on of cap-
sule colnmcnts 011 selected articles fro!n the
sclcntlflc, scholarly, .ind lay press. This sec.
ti[)n of CL-/.YL~BS IS Intended to reform, some-
tlnlcs t{) J,IIUSC, but always to let you know
what scicl]cc and scholarship arc saying about
thctnstlvcs. and what others .src saying about
then] (guod .iIld bad), The Press Digest shuuld
permit you to step uutside your profession.sl
role for a mumcnt to look at scicncc And
scholarship (ruin other perspectives,

Currcnc Comments by yours rruly, on
problems of conlnrunicatlon in SCICNCCand
scho~arship. They particularly invltc readers’
reactions and suggestions on improvement of
our scrvlccs,

JOurnal Coverage and Ptsblicatmn Ikata.
Each issue prov]dcs a table of changes in
coverage, mdlcattng additions, deletions,
changes of tttlcs, rncrgers and scgmcntatmn
of journals, etc. Three tlmcs a year this in-
formation is cumulated and prcscntcd with
an index to every Journal issue prnccsscd for
CC, along with publishers’ names and addres-
ses.

C!4rrent Contcvts/Social G Behavioral Sci-
entes IS the first component of a total social
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sciences irrformation system. In formatiiwr ing the gap between the two cultures. Articles
services in the social scienc.cs have un for- cm drug problems may appear in law reviews
tunately la ged behind those in the natural

R
or general science journals, while articles on

sciences. T IS total information system for the social and economic implications of pop-
the social sciences, provided by the Institute ulation explosion and control may appear in
for Scientific Information for the first time, medical and philosophical journals. Whatever
comprises three basic informs tion

I:;”::
the place of publication, social and behavioral

and services. Each is supplement scientists should at least know that these
extensive library and document procurement problems, and othets of similar interest are
services, including the OATS Q (Original,4 rti- bcing discussed in journals they may other-
ck ‘Fear Sheet) sewice. wise never sec. How much one chooses to

The second component of the new sys- read outside his own specialty is, of course, a
tern is the Social Sciences Ciks tiorr 1rrdex ‘u decision that is influenced by many factors.
(SSCI “’).3 The SSCI is identical in concept To make the decision easier, and to foster
and methodology with the Science Citation
Index@ (SCf@). SCI is a standard and unique-

maximum communication between the scJ-
called two cultures, ASCA links the natural

Iy effective reference tool published by 1S1 and social sciences as it does pure and applied
for more than a decade.4 Like the SC1, the rc~arch,
SSCf will be current, with two four-month The social-sciences information system
interim indexes, and an annual cumulation. to which CC/S&BS will introduce old and
As does the SC1, the SSC1 wifl offer a multi. new subscribers will rovide for the first time
plicity of access points to researchers, their 1the timely, thoroug current-awareness and
institutions? and their works. All authors and research-oriented retrieval services that have
their organizational affiliations will be listed been available till now only in the “hard”
in the SSCI k Source and Corporate Indexes. sciences. We feel it’s about time.
AN title words will be indexed in its Permw-
term @ Subject hrdex. And all cited works 1. Garfield, E. A new Weekly Subject Index
~oumal articles, books, reports, theses, etc.) to CC/BS&ES means more timely access
wilf be covered in its Citation Index. The to the social & behavioral sciences literature.
coverage o! CC/S&BS and of the SSC1 will Current Contents No. 32, 8 AUWst 73. p.
be, for practical purposes, co-extensive, mak- 5.6.
ing CC/S&BS a suitable weekly current 2. ----------------- Some kudos for Currerr t Con-
awareneas service for the more exhaustive tents on its 650th consecutive issue. Cur-
analysis provided by the SSCI.

The third component of the ISI sociaf-
rent Contents No. 22, 3 June 1970, p. 5.
3. Weinstock, M. 1S1’s Socicd Sciences Cita-

aciences in fotrrsxion system is ,4SCA @(our tiorr Index, a new current, multidisciplin-
Automatic Subject Cikrtion Alert). ASCA is ary, research-oriented social-sciences retrieval
a computer-based system that supplies a system. In press.
weekly personal reading list determined by 4. ---------------------- “Citation Indexes.” In:
individual subscribers’ profdes of interest.5 Encyclopedia of Library and Information

Elaew$ere I‘ve described the advantages Science (New York: Marcel Dekker, 197 1),
of ASCA for Current Contents readers,6 but “IJ1. 5,
it’ now takes on special significance in re-

~p. 16-40.

Iation to the social sciences. CC/S&BS and
5. Gas leld, E. ASCA (Aukmsatic Subject

Citation Alert), a new personalized CUP
the SSCI share a coverage of more than 1000 rqtt awareness service for scientists. Amer.
journafs. Our ASCA system, however, covers Behavioral Scientist 10:29-32, 1967.
more *an 3000. llris greater coverage of 6. ----------------- ASCA, insurance for Current
ASCA shorajd be of special interest to social Current Contents readers. Current Ccws-
acientis,ta and to thbaeconcerned with bridg. tents No. 52, 24 December 1968, p. 4.
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