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On October 11-15, the American
Society for Information Science (ASIS)
will be holding its 33rd National Con-
vention in Philadelphia. I have the
honor of serving as the Natiomd Chair-
man. The main theme is “The infor-
mation Conscious Society”.

I can recall the first time the ASIS
met in Philadelphia in 195s. I presented
a paper on citation indexes to the old
Testament, a project which, to my
knowledge, has never been taken up
by anyone. Going back even further, I
recall the early days of ASIS when it
was called the American Documen-
tation Institute. In those days, members-
hip was limited to organizations; indi-
viduals could not join.

Since then, ADI has changed its
name and membership policies and ha
grown into an organization of about
4,000 members. In my opinion, ASIS
could be at least double and perhaps ts-i
ple that size by now if, in spite of rathel
persistent resistance, it had changed
its name much sooner. At that time,
however, there were always more irn-
medlate, more pressing problems to
worry about than a change of name.

In line with this, I once wrote an
editorial{ 1J to suggest that many more
members of the scientific community
at large would have to become con-
cerned about the field of information
science. I predicted a growing number
of scientists would have to become
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involved in the process of handling
and distilling the large volumes of
information generated by the wodd’s
scientists. Even those who did not be-
come dk-ectly involved in such activities
would have to learn to deal with a whole
new variety of information tools.

Today, the continued growth of the
literature and the continued merging of
old disciplines into new multidiscipli-

. . .
nq ~tl~fie~ have increased the need
for such invrkmen~. Nevertheless,
there remtis a natural tendency to
concentrate upon the more immediate,
more specialized problems. Thus, the
scientific community still has a long
way to go in meeting its responsibility
of dealing with its own information
problems and with the impact of infor-

mation sources from other fields. 1ss
1970, this problem grows more critical
with the increasing insistence from
Congress and, ultimately, from the tax-
payer, on seeing not only the results
from research they support, but also
evidence for the impact of those re-
search results on society’s long-term
problems,

As evidenced by the past delay in
changing its name, ASIS is no exception
to this tendency to look more closely
at immediate problems rather than
those of the future. Therefore, as
National Chairman, I am making every
effort

-.
to assure that the 1970 meeting
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will reflect broad participation, espe- community will be beneficial to every-

cially by those outside the normal one, including the increasingly infor-

communication channels of ASIS. mation-conscious public.

To this end, I have invited scientists If you are interested in presenting a
from all fields to consider presenting a paper at the ASIS National Convention

paper at the ASIS convention. Of please contact:
course, individual information science Dr. Derek J. de SoIla Price
specialists will have an opportunity to Technical Program Chairman
present papers, but the main conference ASIS 33rd Annual Meeting
papers will, hopefully, come from other Yale University
members of the scientific community. Dept. of History of Science i%Medicine
I have done this in the firm belief that Box 2036, Yale Station
such interaction between information New Haven, Corm. 06520
scientists..and the rest of the scientific

(1) E. Garfield, “Who Are the Information Scientists?” CC%hemicd, Pharrnaco-Medicd 6
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http://garfield.library.upenn.edu/essays/V1p002y1962-73.pdf
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