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There is considerable literature
consxrrdng search strategies-how to

sewch the literature so as to mini-

mize the time and effort required.

Many sesrrchers are not aware that

the methods one may employ to

retrieve a few references in a “quick

and dirty” search may be quite

different than methods employed

when the search must be compre-

hensive. Of course, no search is

absolutely complete. One must al-

ways make economic decisions as

to the time or money that can be

invested. Since the working scientist

is usually pressed for time it is

important to learn how to select

and use searching tools to turn up

the maximum number of pertinent

references in the mirtirnum time.

A few years ago Spencer(1) ahowed,

in comparison to Index Medicus
and C7rerr-ricalAbstracts, thatthe

fwst hours of searching the SCI@

were far more product ive. Subse-

auentlv. A.E. Cawkell (2) wrote a

paper on search strategies.His pa r
Yis reprinted in this issue of (X o

provide some useful examples. Re-
prints of this paper are available on

request, as are the other items cited

(3,4).
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