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The cognitive specialization of the hemispheres and
the symptoms that foilow their disconnection are
reviewed. The hypothesis is proposed that in normal
" intact people, mental events in the right hemisphere
can become disconnected functionally from the left
hemisphere (by inhibition of neuronal transmission
across the cerebral commissures) and can continue
with a life of their own. This hypothesis suggests a
neurophysiological mechanism for at least some in-
stances of repression and an anatomical locus for the
unconscious mental contents. A variety of ni-
ties for research were discussed. [The SCI® and the
SSCI® indicate that this paper has been cited in
more than 300 publications.]
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focused on not the duality. Inves-
tigators have sought to characterize the specializa-
tions, to test which hemisphere can do this or that
task best, to seek differences in the amount of spe-
cialization in various ps (sex, handedness, vo-

grou,
cations, personalities), etc. Only a few focused on

ﬂiedtuhtyandﬂnepotmﬁalforhenmpheﬂcmm

omy and mendioul.E.Bogm one of the neu-

who operated on these patients, has
recalled

most influenced these
e D
was that | was not simply neurologizing

participation of both cortical and subcortical re-
gions in each hemisphere in relation to mental pro-
cesses.S The third development is morve conceptual
than technological. There has been a
of neurobiology, ps , and
focused
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ha:beenvery ctrve has already led to
much greater interest in syuemsasavmoleand
the interaction of their parts, rather than simply in

the parts per se.

My 6 a broad theoretical consider-
ation of # in people, is a direct continua-
tion of the earller ideas. Many other disciplines have
tackled this topic, usually under the rubric of “Self.”
! am adding the perspectives of neurobiology and
cognitive psychology. .
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