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This study confirmed that reptiles are not “cold-
blooded” and that they can maintain their body
temperature at high levels by behavior. Yet it also
showed that temperate, tropical, alpine, desert, s!
dwelling, and burrowing reptiles have a diversity of
thermal requirements and abilities to regulate body
temperature. It introduced the notion of physiological
control of temperature regulation in some species.
[The SCI® indicates that this paper has been cited in
over 260 publications, making it the most-cited paper
for this journa!.]
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tiles are not all alike, nor all like desert reptiles. The
data became the ing base for the temperatures
reptiles are kept at in captivity and for the thermal
limits they can endure in ies. In
addition, they showed that, in many reptile com-
munities, there is a thermal partitioning of the

environment.
Because of my interest in n

distribution and
fossil reptiles, | wanted to see if the limits of thermal
rements of modem could indicate past

this. Concern that amphibians and reptiles
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and there is built-in excuse to travel and /ook!

Besides, it is % log,bulinw'
up to an aguatic turtle ng on a perhaps
not so fun being kicked in the face with sand as a
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her te;fnperature (female sea turtles generate
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and it is a 4* C Oregon stream. it is not fun
taking the ofawu:::mmhatme
end while ing the beast down at the other end.
But to see new and different: and to see them
behave and thermoregulate in diverse ways, there
is the fun of it all.
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destroyed or degraded. So, while | continue m
studies on temperature, be’havior, and ecology,yl'
spend much more time working on habitat con-

have so little time to save habitats and organisms for
the next dozen generations of scientists to study
and enjoy!

t. Cowles R B & Bogert C M. A preliminary study of the thermal requirements of desert reptiles. Bull. Amer. Mus. Nat.

Hist. 83:261-96, 1944. (Cited 135 times since 1945.)
2. om B H. A iminary review of the th § requi

of hibi

(Cited 110 times.)

Ecology 44:238-55, 196).

3. Gans C & Pough F H, cds. Biology ofwu’lu: physiological ecology. New York: Academic Press, 1982. Vols. 12 & 13.

4. Huey R B, Planka E R & Schoener T W, eds.
Harvard University Press, I9§3. §0I p.
in A

Lizard ecology: stedies of 8 modet organism. Cambridge, MA:

Comp. Biochem. Physiol. 35:69-103, 1970.

S. Brattstrom B H. Thermal accli ti phibi
(Cited 30 times.)

6. Habit d in California with ial
Brown P R, Kaufman B & McGurty B M, eds.) Pro

10 Cl a perspective. (DeLisle H F,
1

dings of the C of California Herpetologists,

10-11 October 1987. Van Nuys, CA: Southwestern Herpazlogicaj Society. 1988. p. 13-24.

*Received April 24, 1990

‘10

©1991 by ISI® CURRENT CONTENTS®



