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In Harvard’s Memorial Hall dungeon dwelt the
master of psychophysics and psyd\oacomﬁc.
S.S. Stevens, who was called “Smitty.” Attended by
a shifting crew of graduate students and research
fellows (I was one of the latter), we scurried about
under his whip to “measure, measure, and find the
invariance; that’s where the truth is.” We were busily
explonngwaystogetpeoplemhﬂuqmmvdy

the perceived magnitude of their experiences.
DdlStun,Insmmrswchmm
later his wife, suggested a new method, “Just ask
people to give the experience a number.” it worked!
Subjects could do it, and their data were as clean
and reliable as those drawn from any of the other
methods we used. Simplicity does occasionally
succeed.

This new method of “magnitude estimation”
seemed to me and others just a refinement of the
classical “category judgment” method described by
Titchener and favored by L.L. Thurstone.! When
thatmethodwasmed,peoplewemshmlyaskedto
sort quantitative experience into categories as, say,
“‘on a scale from 1 to 10, etc....” These category
scales had the nice property that when they were
plotted agamsﬂheir conspondi physical magni-
tudes, a logarithmic relation emerged that confirmed
G.T. Fechmfspsydmphyﬂcdhw(lm’hnwr
magnitude estimation data were strange. The judg-
ments people made about the magnhudes of the
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