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The scientific community is descrtbed as one
in which relatively autonomous scientists ex-
change new information for recognition from
their peers. This canception informs anatyses
of ¢ollaboration, competition for priority, the
organization of specialties, disciplinary differ-
entiation, and the conduct of intellectual dis-
putes. [The SCI™ and 55CI® indicate that this
book has heen cited in over 340 publications.]
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Waorks published early in the rapid growth
of a speciaity are disproportionately likely to
receive many citations,! and the sociology of
science grew rapidly in the years following the
publication of The Scientific Community.? S0
ome might say that | was hucky, just as | was
lucky to be bomm 20 years before the baby
boom into an age cohort with unusually good
opportunities for upward mobility. On the
other hand, | might argue, at the risk of im-
modesty, that wocks like The Scientific Cont-
mumity helped generate that rapid growth in
the sociology of science. (| also did my little
bit to produce the baby boom, but ideas can
muitiply more rapidly than people.)

The hook grew out of my doctoral disserta-
tion at Berkeley. It was based largely on un-
structured interviews with 2 sample of physical
and biological scientists, supplemented by
analysis of available survey data and by a re-
view of 2 wide variety of publications pro-
duced by such scientists and by sociologists

and historians of science, the work of Robert
K. Merton being especially influential, Despite
my prior reading, | felt quite ignorant when
| began my interviews. Tom Scheff successiully
prodded me to get into the field quickly, before
i felt | was “ready,”’ arguing that one does this
kind of exploratory research because one is
ignorant,

My scientist informants were quite helpful,
treating me as an ‘“‘acceptable incompetent,”’
a rode casier to play when one is relatively
young. | selected a purposive sample of sci-
entists, old and young, envinent and not-so-em-
inent, solitary workers and organizational lead-
ers, One of the unanticipated benefits of the
study was the opportunity to talk to some
memaorable characters. Although | assured
them of anonymity (readers of the book will
understand why), it won‘t burt to name some
of them now. | conversed with such men as
Renato Duibecco, Richard Feyrwnan, Murray
Gelt-Mann, Fdwin McMillan, jerry Neyman,
and Robert Sinsheimer. (All men: one of the
things that dates the book was my almost com-
plete indifference to the role of gender in
wience.)

The kind of exploratory research | did can
generate hypotheses but provides, at best, il-
lustrative evidence for them. Testing the hy-
potheses requires more systematic research,
such as survey research with representative
samples of swcientists or using sources such as
the Science Citation index®, which can
provide 1 quantitative measure of “recogni-
tion.” My own survey research’ provided
systematic evidence ior my hypotheses about
competition in science, but most of the re-
search, not all of it lending support to my hy-
potheses, has been done by others.

One final note: The title of the dissertation
was Social Comtrol in Modern Science. With
that tithe I‘m sure it would never have become
a Citatéon Classic. | believe Bernard Barber

the more fitting tithe to the publishey,
and I'm grateful to him.
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