
Until relatively recently, biologists merely ac-
cepted as essentially immutable a broad range
ot biological phenomena, such as the fact that
sex ratios are usually nearequality 150:50), with-
out consideringwhy such facts might be so or
how they could have evolved. Rigorous appli-
cation ofthe theory of natural selection in pop-
ulation biology has greatly increased our un-
derstanding of numerous phenomena, includ-
ing the evolution ofgenetic dominance, forag-
ing tactics, reproductive tactics, senescence, sex
ratios, social behavior, mate choice and mating
systems, predator escape tactics, parasite viru-
lence, niche breadth, resource partitioning, and
so forth. [The Sd® and SSCI® indicate that this
book has been cited in over 290 publications.]
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When I began teaching ecology in 1968-
1969, the only two textbooks available total-
ly lacked an evolutionary perspective. In 1970
I tired of apologizing to my students for these
books’ inadequacies and decided to write a
more modern one based on my own lectures.
I assembled an outline and sent it off to several
publishers to inquire whether anyone would
be interested. All but one simply rejected the
outline out of hand, indicating that I was an
unknown and that the manuscript would have
to bewritten and reviewed before they would
consider committing themselves to its publi-
cation. However, an editor at Harper & Row,
Amy Kramer, showed my outline to the late
Robert MacArthur, who assured her that I
would write a good book. She signed me on
and proved to be an exceedingly supportive
editor, carefully gathering and holding out lit-
tle bits of praise as carrots to keep me going
when I grew weary of writing. Had I known

then that many other ecology texts were also
being written, I would never have continued.
Imagine my chagrin when, in 1972.1973, six
other ecology textbooks appeared’-6 just as I
was finally about to finish my own! My book
was clearly too late, and a total anticlimax. In-
deed, I almost stopped writing it just as it
neared completion and probably would have
if not for Kramer’s clever support and the Con-
corde fallacy (you’ve got too much invested
in it to quit now).

As luck would have it, however, this surfeit
of texts resembled the recent Democratic pri.
manes, and my book somehow emerged from
the fray a “classic.” J.M. Emlen3 was more
idiosyncratic, P.A. Coljnvaux’ was cuter,
while the others were more “comprehensive.”
But Evolutionary Ecology, conceptual, clear,
and concise, found its niche. I attribute the
book’s success to the eclectic quality of its con-
tents, patterned after the thinking of Darwin,
Fisher, Hamilton, Orians, MacArthur, Paine,
Schoener, Trivers, and Wilson. I consider my-
self most fortunate to have been the spokes-
man for such clear thinkers. Evolutionary Ecol-
ogy represents an image of part of our minds,
one that reflects reality—principles developed
here operate independently of Homo sapiens
and life as we know it on planet Earth but
apply to living systems anywhere in the
cosmos.

Evolutionary Ecology is now in its fourth edi-
tion and has been translated into Japanese,
Russian, Spanish, and Polish. The latter trans-
lation is ironically gratifying, since “Pianka”
is an old Polish name (meaning “foam on the
crest of a wave” or “froth on the head of a
beer”). Sadly, no Piankas still live in that be-
leaguered country (my ancestors renounced
their roots and fled anti-Semitism, becoming
German gentiles).

Two edited British symposia
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have also
used the same title, as well as a new journal!
The discipline has blossomed beyond anyone’s
wildest expectations.
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