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The temporal and spatial scales of habitats need
assessment in relation to these features in the
organism being considered. Habitats may be
arranged in a templet with two axes—distur-
bance and adversity. Life—history strategies are
evolved by trade-oIls determined by the posi-
tion on the habitat templet. [The SC/at indicates
that this paper has been cited ri over 240 pub-
Iications.1
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When one is asked to become president of
a scientific society, it is easy to overlook the
impending requirement to deliver an innova-
tive review as a presidential address at some,
then distant, date. But this time-honoured
precedent was soon ominously close for me
and thus, in 1976, I had to try to crystallise
some ideas that I had about the relationship
between life-history features and habitats.

The genesis of these ideas occurred early in
my career. I have been interested in natural
history for as long as I can remember and,
since the age of about 10, have spent many
hours collecting insects in the field. In 1948
(as a schoolboy) I worked for a few weeks as
a “voluntary worker” with C.G. Johnson in the
Entomology Department at Rothamsted Exper-
imental Station; my first task was to assist in
sorting the insects caught in traps flown from
balloons. I soon noted that the relative abun-
dance of different species found in the “upper

air” was different from what I was familiar
with from my collecting activities. Johnson was
most encouraging and jointly we published a
short paper) I continued to ponder the dif-
ferences in flight activity between species and
became convinced that habitat played a role.
The challenge was to assemble data to testthe
idea; there were no precedents for quantitive
comparative studies, but I prepared a paper2
attempting this. Its publkation was delayed for
more than two years, and the more speculative
correlations of migration with reproductive
rate and other life-history features were re-
moved by editorial dictate.

By 1976 attitudes to comparative studies had
changed greatly; evolutionary interpretations
of ecological information stalked the pages of
many journals. I wished to develop the idea
that the features of an organism’s life history
had been forged by evolution on the anvil of
its habitat. The habitat matrix could be de-
scribed by two axes, but the organism interacts
with its habitat and may even modify it So,
rather than “template,” associated with mod-
em rigid moulds, the archaic “templet,” used
when moulds were often leather and flexible,
was more appropriate. ______

The templet concept was intended to pro-
vide a framework for a sort of ecological
“periodic table” in which the almost infinite
variety of life-history features could be classi-
fied. In the pressure to conform to the presi-
dential deadline, I overlooked a short paper
by J.P. Grime3 that classified the life-history
strategies of flowering plants. Between the de-
livery of my address and its printing, a more
detailed paper by Grime4 was published. Our
approaches have a great deal in common—
this is yet another instance of parallelism in
scientific developments. Several others, indud-
ing P.J.M. Greenslade,5 have developed these
ideas, and at the very least they provide a use-
ful framework for fife-history theory.’
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