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The serum level of immunoglobulin E
was found to be greater than normal in
patients with atopic dermatitis. The
level was within normal limits in pa-
tients with various urticarias and non-
atopic skin disorders. [The SCI® indi-
cates that this paper has been cited in
over 185 publications since 1969.}
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“A new class of immunoglobulins in
human serum was described by Gunnar
Johansson and Hans Bennich in Upp-
sala in 1967.1 It was in the beginning
called IgND after the initials of a pa-
tient with a myeloma having an earlier
unidentified immunoglobulin. It was
also found in healthy subjects although
in very low levels (-250 ng/ml). At the
same time, the Ishizakas2 in Denver
had detected yE-antibodies as carriers
of reaginic activity. At a World Health
Organization meeting, it was decided
that the E globulins and IgND belonged
to a new class of immunoglobulins
called IgE.

- “Gunnar was at that time working at
the Blood Center of the University Hos-
pital where Claes H8gman was chief.
Hans was the chemist who, together
with Gunnar, did the determinations of

IgE. Gunnar had found that Igk was in-
creased in patients with asthma. 1 was
at that time working in the department
of dermatology, University Hospital,
headed by Nils Thyresson. | was espe-
cially interested in patients with atopic
dermatitis and urticaria. We often met
for lunch in the hospital and it was
natural that we should have a look at
patients with other atopic disorders
such as urticaria and atopic dermatitis.
| therefore did a screening of various
dermatological disorders -and sent the
blood samples to Gunnar. The IgE
levels were significantly greater than
normal in 23 out of 28 patients with
atopic dermatitis. Normal levels were
obtained from patients with contact
dermatitis, various eczema, acute and
chronic urticaria, as well as various
other dermatoses.

“At the same time, Leif Wide, Hans,
and Gunnar also developed a radioal-
lergosorbent test (RAST) with which .

‘one could determine specific anti-

bodies belonging to the IgE class. This
test is now commercialized by Phar-
macia in Uppsala together with kits for
determination of IgE. The relation be-
tween clinical findings in atopic derma-
titis, asthma, and hay fever with num-
ber of esosinophils, RAST, intracutane-
ous test, and IgE levels resulted in a
series of papers from Uppsala especial-
ly by S. Ohman,3 T. Foucard,? T. Berg,5
A. Dannaeus,® and E. Fagerberg. The
reason why our work has been cited fre-
quently is that it was the first on this
specific subject.

“For a review of recent findings see
‘The clinical significance of IgE’ by
$.G.O. johansson.”?
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