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“We are very pleased to know that
our art icle writ ten in 1960 has been
cited frequently. We wrote this article
with the intention of reviewing most of
the pertinent literature published up to
that time. Interest and research activity
in the field of urinary tract infections
were becoming markedly accelerated
due  to  the  es tab l i shment  o f  the
validity of quantitative urinary culture
as an epidemiological  tool .  In 1939,
Soma Weiss and Frederic Parker, Jr., of
the Harva rd  Med ica l  Schoo l ,  had
publ ished the i r  c lass ic  contr ibut ion,
‘Pyelo-nephri t is:   i ts  relat ionship to
vascu la r  l es ions  and  to  a r te r ia l

Pyelonephritis may be defined as the
pathologic alterations which occur
subsequent to the multiplication of
pathogenic bacteria in the renal
parenchyma and pelvocalyceal system.
Quantitative investigations of the normal
and pathogenic bacteriology of the genito-
urinary tract have brought to the attention of
the medical world the prevalence and
insidious character of significant infection of
the urinary tract. [The SCI® indicates that this
paper has been cited over 255 times since
1961.]
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hyper tens ion. ’ 1 That review presented
now widely used histologic criteria for
the diagnosis of pyelonephritis, as well
as pointed out the cl inical variabi l i ty
o f  th i s  d i sease  and  i t s  poss ib le
association with hypertension. With the
adven t  o f  d iagnos t i c  quan t i ta t i ve
ur inary cul tures,  i t  was possib le to
study large segments of the population
to  de te rm ine  the  occur rence  and
natural history of this disease. All of
us had been interested in urinary tract
infections and had conducted research
in  th i s  a rea .  K leeman,  who  i s  a
cl inic ian pr imari ly interested in renal
physiology, had studied many of the
functional aberrations associated with
renal infection. Hewitt was interested
in t reatment exper iences as wel l  as
selected clinical aspects of the disease.
My labora to ry  had been conduc t ing
exper imen ts  dea l ing  w i th  the
pathogenesis of  pyelonephr i t is ,  wi th
par t i cu la r  emphas is  on  the  hos t -
parasite relationship. It was, therefore,
natural for the three of us to review
this disease, including the l i terature
as well as our own personal cl inical
and laboratory experiences.

“The  resu l t i ng  pub l i ca t ion  made
ava i lab le  to  o ther  invest igators  and
interested scientists a fairly complete
update of  the informat ion that  they
migh t  need  to  bu i l d  on  pas t
observat ions, thus account ing for i ts
frequent citation. We are pleased that
our intentions have been realized and
tha t  the  manusc r ip t  se rved  as  a
va luable  resource upon which other
useful studies were conducted.”2-4
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