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This book covers histochemistry in its entire-
ty including, as a separate chapter, its exten-
sion to the field of cytochemical ultrastruc-
ture. The text, with some 3,000 references 
and fully illustrated throughout, successful-
ly achieves the delicate balance between 
theory and practice. [The SOI® indicates that 
this book has been cited over 11,580 times 
since 1961.] 
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"The work cited belongs to a series which 
began in 19531 with the publication of a 
single volume treatise entitled Histochemis-
try, Theoretical and Applied. The cited sec-
ond edition appeared in 1960, a two volume 
third edition in 1968/1972,2 and the first 
volume of the three volume fourth edition 
in 1980.3 

"Why did I ever embark on such a saga? 
Well, in 1947 I became assistant lecturer in 
pathology at the Postgraduate Medical 
School of London (old terminology) and one 
day, early in 1948, Henry Dible, the director 
of the department, suggested to me that I 
should construct a monograph on the histo-
chemistry of the nucleic acids. He had 
(rightly) become excited by recent publica-
tions from the pen of the Belgian biochemist 
Jean Louis Brachet.4 Histochemistry had 
been welded into some sort of a whole by. 
another Belgian, Lucien Lison, with his book 
Histochimie Animate.'' Readers of Current 
Contents® (CC®) will know that nobody (ex-
cept me) read this because it was written in 
French. 

"I replied that I would write a text em-
bracing the whole subject or nothing and. 

six days later, a publisher's contract to do 
just that was put before me. With its signing 
I embarked on a life of unceasing author-
ship, with all its entailed enquiry into the 
works of others. Hence my chosen epigram, 
the Horatian tag Nam proprium est nihil, in 
its true context not the modest 'nothing is 
original' but 'nothing is your own property.' 
From the pirated Russian first edition (1956), 
only this epigram was missing! So it is this, 
which in 1948 one of my colleagues called a 
future 'millstone around my neck,' which 
seems to have become a Citation Classic. 

"This should be no matter for surprise, for 
it is evident that a goodly proportion of 
works which reach this elevated status are 
concerned with methodology I can do no 
better by way of explanation for the appar-
ent success of the 1960 edition than to 
quote from the 'Historical Introduction' to 
the fourth edition of H/stochem/stry, 
Theoretical and Applied: 

It may be that even in its modern form 
histochemistry has some way to go before 
it receives proper recognition from those 
workers in the basic sciences whom it 
serves so well. If verbal acknowledgement 
is still lacking, histochemists can take 
heart from the statistics provided by the 
records of the Science Citation Index® for 
the years 1961-72. During this period, in 
the total field of biochemistry and bio-
medicine, some 29 texts were cited more 
than 200 times. Five of the 29 were 
histochemical and these five amassed be-
tween them no less than 22 269 per cent of 
the total number of citations (13,543) The 
inference to be drawn from these statistics 
is obvious. It is that the techniques which 
comprise the discipline of histochemistry 
have been found useful, and that they are 
used, by workers in all the biological 
sciences 3 

"While I am pleased to be a member of the 
prestigious CC Club, offered the choice I 
would certainly prefer election by virtue ot 
one or other of my essays in applied histo-
chemistry, dealing with the diffuse neuroen-
docrine (APUD) system and its tumors.'6.7 
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